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PRESENTATION 
December 2, 2015 

 
DATE: November 18, 2015 
 
TO: Children and Families Commission of Orange County 

FROM: Christina Altmayer, Executive Director  
 
SUBJECT: Pretend City Children’s Museum Catalytic Investment Update 
 
As part of the Round 1 Catalytic investments, the Children and Families Commission of Orange 
County allocated $5,500,000 in February 2012 to the Pretend City Children’s Museum to launch a 
capital campaign for a permanent facility that would continue to focus on the importance of 
comprehensive screening and link children ages 0-5 to services. Pretend City has identified the Great 
Park in Irvine as the location for their permanent facility. The Great Park Board took action on 
April 24, 2015 approving their inclusion in the specific plan for the Cultural Terrace and on July 15, 
2015 the Pretend City Board took reciprocal action selecting the Great Park as the location for the 
permanent facility. 
 
The targeted site will be approximately four acres and adjacent to other family attractions which will 
provide Pretend City the ability to leverage shared parking and potentially outdoor space. The 
estimated project timeline has the permanent Pretend City Children’s Museum opening in January 
2019. Pretend City has begun discussions with the Irvine Company to extend their current lease 
which terminates in January 2017. 
 
Pretend City launched their capital campaign at their October 3, 2015 gala which rose over $660,000. 
The Commission Executive Director spoke at the event and the Commission was recognized for 
their significant support of Pretend City. William Lyon and Travis Boyd are co-chairs of the capital 
campaign. The capital campaign has an interim target of raising an additional $10 million to match 
the Commission’s investment by June 2016 and a total fund raising goal of $25 million. 
 
Sandra Bolton, Executive Director for the Pretend City Children’s Museum will provide a detailed 
update on the permanent location, capital campaign, and lease extension discussions and will be 
available to address Commissioner questions.  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
Presentation: Pretend City Children’s Museum 
 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you . . .



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Building Futures:  campaign to locate to permanent space.Great Park has allocated for us space within the park.	a.   688 Acre region being build out by Five Point, or	b.   Cultural TerraceCapital Campaign



Executive Function: 

Play strengthens the 
ability to
• reason
• process information
and builds 
• self-confidence
• self-esteem 
• self-regulation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Need:  We serve children and their families.  With your support we have been able to host more than a million visitors to the museum over these past six years.  Our Good to Go from Head to Toe program, launched early on with Commission funding and technical assistance supports programming for thousands of developmental screenings each year, monthly autism events at the museum, and an annual health fair.As we move forward with the EDI data that is now available, our programming is uniquely capable of contributing to school readiness, focusing on those areas of vulnerability identified by the data, including gross and fine motor, pro social behaviors, and communication skills.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Launching our Building Futures CampaignGala – October 3rd – Honoring General and Willa Dean Lyon.Grateful to Christina for her presentation on the importance of the museum in the community and to early childhood development.Raised $660,000 – announced our Capital Campaign – Building Futures



Great Park

Sports Park Area

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The New VenueALA II – 688 Acres – Five Point Communities to build out – also $2M in planning dollars to plan the Cultural Terrace including consultant contracts



November 2013 – Pursuant to ALA II –Heritage Fields to fund 
up to $2M for planning feasibility and related technical 
studies for the Cultural Terrace.

April 24, 2015 – Great Park Board voted to include Pretend 
City Children’s Museum as a “Key Component” in the 
Cultural Terrace

October 27, 2015 – Presentation by City staff and Five Point 
to Board on contracting process for Cultural Terrace.  

Pretend City: “KEY COMPONENT” of the 
Cultural Terrace

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In April, The Board voted to include Pretend City as a Key Component.  In subsequent meetings, the museum has continued to be referenced and included in all discussions as an included museum at the Great Park



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conceptual  -- four to five buildings – with main building housing indoor exhibits, with outdoor exhibits in the “courtyard” surrounded by the buildings.  Sizes and uses could be varied a bit . . . Looking for open air – roll up doors for an indoor/outdoor symbiosis.Would include event space, classroom space.Focus groups have asked we have food available to allow for longer stays.We have retained Management Resources – a destination business analysis firm who specializes in Children’s Museums and other theme park type entitles to assist us with attendance projections, sustainability planning, and the business plan.  They will also be assisting with the basic floor planning as well to assure proper flow, customer experience, sustainability.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tree Houses – climbing, wonder . . . Lots of opportunity for learning and curricula



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The San Antonio tree house is wheel chair accessible.Very different concepts – we have many ideas to implement early childhood concepts for learning



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beacon Park – Tree House Nestled in 100 Year oak relocated from elsewhere on the El Toro Marine Base – Five Point Communities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outdoor water play.Children’s Garden – farm to table conceptsOutdoor exhibits will also introduce elements of risk – climbing, wonder, and also provide the opportunity to play all year long with our great weather.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children’s Museum should reflect their community, respect their history.  Being on the air base, we will want to bring in that history and tell that story while providing great opportunities for pretend play that scale to a variety of ages.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under the City – Visioning Committee – Above the City, Below the City – large, small -- perspective



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Novel fencing.  Also saw other ways when visited San Antonio and Austin . . . Utilizing natural materials, or in keeping with the natural environment . . . Definitely part of the ethos of Five Point Communities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Expansion of Developmental Screenings – other screenings – dental, vision, hearingParenting classes, programming for children with special needs (sensitive santa), Health Fairs (annual fair serves over 1500 for developmental and other screenings.



Embedded in every Pretend City exhibit are objectives that
help children develop critical thinking, creativity, teamwork, 

negotiation, collaboration, leadership . . . 
and a lifelong love of learning.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for this opportunity.All about the kids!  (Mungo)
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