
 

PRESENTATION 
September 3, 2014 

 
DATE: August 1, 2014 
 
TO: Children and Families Commission of Orange County 
 
FROM: Christina Altmayer, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Eric Handler, MD. – Waste Not OC Coalition 
 
Dr. Eric Handler is the Orange County Health Officer. At the request of Commissioner Katherine 
Ahn, he has been invited to present on the Waste Not Orange County Coalition program he co-
founded with Orange County Food Bank CEO Mark Lowry. The public-private partnership was 
formed in 2012 to reduce hunger and solid waste by facilitating the donation of wholesome surplus 
food. 
 
Dr. Handler is working with the Orange County American Academy of Pediatrics to advocate that 
pediatricians identify families with food insecurities and offer resources. The Waste Not OC website 
(www.wastenotoc.org) was created as one resource that maps the locations of local food pantries. 
The website also provides information to restaurant owners that are interested in donating food. 
More than 50 supermarkets, restaurants, and other food facilities in the city of Anaheim currently 
support the effort. 
 
Waster Not OC is developing a replicable model for communities across the nation to address the 
issue of hunger and food insecurities.  
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http://www.wastenotoc.org/


Waste Not OC Coalition
Video #1

Attachment 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgxxT4xpVNI


• 12.7% of households are food insecure

• There are 379,690 people living with 
food insecurity

• 1 in 5 children face food insecurity

Source: (Feeding America. Map the Meal Gap 2013.)

Food Insecurity Statistics
Orange County



What We Do

Food Recovery
Connect grocers and restaurants to 
food recovery agencies.

Food Distribution
Connect those in need with 
pantries that provide wholesome 
food.

Training & Education
Train and educate potential donors 
to safely handle donated food.



Internet Resource – WasteNotOC.org

• One‐month Statistics:
– 377 sessions
– 62% of OC visitors from 

low‐income cities
– 38.5% returning visitors

Global Reach: 
Brazil, Canada, Germany, 
Italy, India, Ireland,  
Slovakia, Philippines and 
Vietnam



Food Recovery

• Fact sheet on donation laws and 
regulations

• Adopted by LA, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, and San Diego Counties

• Simple tool to educate food facilities 
about donations



WHY DON’T WE ASK 
THE QUESTION?

Video #2

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qkL9-3XbcA


Questions to Help Determine Level of  Food Insecurity

Question 1:
– “Within the past 12 months we worried whether our food would run 

out before we got money to buy more” 

Question 2:
– “Within the past 12 months the food we bought just didn’t last and 

we didn’t have money to get more.”

Development and Validity of a 2‐Item Screen to Identify Families at Risk: Pediatrics 2010;126;e26



• Social Services Agency

• Family Resource Center

• Environmental Health

• Public Health Nurses, Mental Health, 

Food Distribution



Partnership with Clinics

• AltaMed Community Clinics
– Incorporating food insecurity questions and google map 

into their EHR

• Lestonnac Free Clinic 
– Incorporating food insecurity questions  and making 

referrals to local pantries and connecting clients to 
pantry resources

• Kaiser Permanente wants to partner

• Adopt a Pantry
– Future partnership between communities and existing 

pantries
Photo retrieved from www.lestonnacfreeclinic.org/ 



Anaheim‐Orange Food Recovery Task Force

• City‐wide efforts to increase food 
recovered by identifying and 
educating potential donors

• Annual window seal to honor 
participants working to end 

hunger



Significant Milestones

• Fiscal Year 2013‐2014 there was a 27% increase in food bank 
donations

• United Way provided a grant for $50,000 to help with our food 
recovery efforts

• PBS did a national story on childhood poverty and hunger in 
Orange County



Significant Milestones

Theo Lacey is donating 300‐500 meals per day to local pantries



Potential Future Project

• Partnership between 
Community SeniorServ and 
Orange County Probation 
Department

• Professional chefs train at‐
risk youth in culinary arts

• Provides marketable job‐
skills while providing food 
to those with food insecurity



“This culture of waste has made us insensitive even to the 
waste and disposal of food, which is even more despicable 
when all over the world, unfortunately, many individuals 
and families are suffering from hunger and malnutrition. 
Once our grandparents were very careful not to throw away 
any leftover food. Consumerism has led us to become used 
to an excess and daily waste of food, to which, at times, we 
are no longer able to give a just value which goes well 
beyond mere economic parameters. We should all 
remember, however, that the food we throw away is as if [it 
were] stolen from the table of the poor, the hungry! I 
encourage everyone to reflect on the problem of thrown 
away and wasted food to identify ways and means that, by 
seriously addressing this issue, are a vehicle of solidarity 
and sharing with the needy.”



Waste Not OC Coalition links:

Wastenotoc.org
PBS special:

www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/health‐jan‐june14‐hunger‐01‐24

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/health-jan-june14-hunger-01-24
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