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Agenda Item 5 
December 2, 2015 

 
DATE: November 17, 2015 
 
TO:  Children and Families Commission of Orange County  

FROM: Christina Altmayer, Executive Director  
 
SUBJECT:  The 211h Annual Report on the Conditions of Children in Orange County 
 
ACTION: Receive the 21st Annual Report on the Conditions of Children in Orange County and 

Presentation 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Children and Families Commission of Orange County supports the development of countywide 
indicator reports to inform the Commission’s work related to the healthy development and school 
readiness of Orange County children. The Commission has co-sponsored the development and 
distribution of the Annual Report on the Conditions of Children with the County of Orange 
through the Orange County Children’s Partnership. As approved by the Commission at the 
December 2014 meeting, beginning this year the County Social Services Agency (SSA) contracts 
with the Commission for the development and production of the report. This agenda item presents 
a summary of the 21st Annual Report, which was also presented to the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors in October 2015. Copies of the report will be available at the December meeting.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
Since 1993, the Orange County Children’s Partnership has sponsored the Annual Report on the 
Conditions of Children in Orange County. The Orange County Children’s Partnership is a formal 
advisory committee to the Board of Supervisors. In 2014, Commission staff supported and 
championed the Partnership’s review of the Conditions of Children Report to strengthen how the 
report helps to achieve its mission to “advance more responsive services that effectively meet the 
needs of children and families in Orange County communities”. An executive committee of the 
Partnership was established to direct the redesign effort including the following areas of consensus 
for change: 

 Focus more on outcomes (as opposed to services) 
 Prioritize, streamline, and improve the quality of the current indicators  
 Ensure indicators and data are presented in context of the County’s population 
 Produce a report that is more streamlined and actionable 

 
Development of the Conditions of Children Report has been co-sponsored and co-funded by the 
County of Orange through the Social Services Agency (SSA) and the Commission. The 20th Annual 
Report marked the conclusion of the County’s partnership with Orangewood Children’s Foundation 
and California State University, Fullerton to produce the report. Their three-year contract term 
concluded in February 2015 and they did not submit a proposal for continuing the effort during the 
recent SSA solicitation. 
 



Due to the Commission’s experience in evaluation and recent leadership in the redesign of the 
report format, SSA requested that the Commission take the lead in development of the report for 
the next three years. Assuming responsibility for the Annual Report on the Conditions of Children 
in Orange County aligns with the Commission’s Strategic Plan and three year Business Plan 
approved in April 2014. This responsibility provides further recognition of the Commission’s strong 
competency in evaluation as well as leadership in understanding the key issues and trends affecting 
young children in Orange County. Through a competitive process, the Commission contracted with 
Health Management Associates (HMA) to provide technical assistance in preparation of the report 
and Lisa Burke to provide project management support. The report development funding is through 
an annual agreement with SSA of $138,000, project management funding from the Commission at 
$25,000 and a contribution from Orange County United Way of $10,000. 
 
The 21sr Annual Report was received to the Orange County Board of Supervisors at their meeting 
on October 20, 2015. Attachment 1 includes the presentation of select indicators relevant to young 
children from birth to five years of age. In addition to distribution of the hard copy publication, the 
report is available online at: http://occhildrenandfamilies.com/about-us/publications/conditions-
of-children-report/ and http://ochealthinfo.com/occp/report. 
 
Five community forums have been scheduled to present the report to the community. The first 
forum was convened on October 29, 2015 with Supervisor Andrew Do in the First District with a 
focus on childhood obesity. Attachment 2 contains the dates of the remaining four forums. 
 
Recommendations will be presented at the February 2016 Commission meeting to enter contracts 
with the consultants, which are targeted to be executed by March 2016 to allow for timely 
production of the 22nd Annual Conditions of Children Report. 
 
 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN & FISCAL SUMMARY: 
This action has specifically been reviewed in relation to the Strategic Plan, and is consistent with the 
Capacity Building goal. The funding received from the Social Services Agency will be added to the 
Commission FY 2015/16 budget, and expenditures will be allocated to the evaluation line item 
within the Capacity Building goal area.  
 
 
PRIOR COMMISSION ACTIONS: 
• March 2015 - Adopted resolution authorizing agreements with designated evaluation consultants 

for the 21st Annual Conditions of Children Report. 
• December 2014 – Received 20th Annual Report on the Conditions for Children in Orange 

County and authorize an agreement with the Orange County Social Services Agency to receive 
an annual payment to develop the Conditions of  Children Report for Fiscal Year 2015/16, and 
approved reallocating funding from the Orange County Social Services Agency to selected 
evaluation consultants. 

• October 2014 – Authorized panel of qualified on-call evaluation consultants. 
• May 2014 – Authorized funding for the 21st and 22nd Conditions of Children Reports. 
• November 2013 – Received 19th Annual Report on the Conditions of Children in Orange 

County, 2013 and authorized funding. 

http://occhildrenandfamilies.com/about-us/publications/conditions-of-children-report/
http://occhildrenandfamilies.com/about-us/publications/conditions-of-children-report/
http://ochealthinfo.com/occp/report


RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Receive the 21st Annual Report on the Conditions of Children in Orange County and presentation. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1. 21st Annual Report on the Conditions of Children in Orange County Presentation 
2. Schedule of Community Forums for the 21st Annual Report on the Conditions of Children in 

Orange County 
 
 
 
Contact: Sharon Boles 





21st Annual Report on the Conditions of Children 
in Orange County 

• 24 Primary Indicators presented in four areas: 
 Good Health 
 Economic Well-Being 
 Educational Achievement 
 Safe Homes and Communities 

• Online Quick Guide summarizes long-term trends 

• Additional supplemental indicators also online 



Orange County Snapshot 



GOOD HEALTH: Preterm Births 
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GOOD HEALTH: Births to Teens 



GOOD HEALTH: Early Prenatal Care 
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GOOD HEALTH: Hospitalization Rates 
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GOOD HEALTH: Hospitalization Rates by Race and 
Disorder 
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ECONOMIC WELL-BEING: Poverty 



ECONOMIC WELL-BEING: Poverty 



ECONOMIC WELL-BEING: Homeless Students 
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ECONOMIC WELL-BEING: Child Support 



EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT: High School 
Dropouts 

13 



EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT: High School 
Dropout Rates 
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EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT: College Readiness 



SAFE HOMES AND COMMUNITIES: Preventable Child and 
Youth Deaths 
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SAFE HOMES AND COMMUNITIES: Juvenile Arrests 



SAFE HOMES AND COMMUNITIES: Ethnic 
Disparities 
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Countywide Forums 

October 29th: Childhood Obesity 

December 1st: Teen Mental Health  

December 11th: A Tale of Two Systems: Youth in the 
Justice System and the Education 
System 

January 13th: Young Children’s Mental Health 

January 27th: Starting Out Healthy 
19 



Invite you to FREE Community Forums on the 
Conditions of Children in Orange County

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Date	 Location	 Featured	Topic	 Registration	Link

December 1, 2015 Bell Tower Regional Youth Mental Health https://teen-mental-health. 
9:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. Community Center & Substance Abuse  eventbrite.com 

Rancho Santa Margarita

December 11, 2015 University of California, Protective Factor https://education-juvenile-offenders. 
8:45 to 11:00 a.m. Irvine of Education eventbrite.com 

Student Union

January 13, 2016 California State University, Young Children’s https://childhood-mental-health. 
8:45 to 11:00 a.m. Fullerton  Mental Health eventbrite.com 

Titan Student Union

January 27, 2016 Costa Mesa Neighborhood Starting Out Healthy https://starting-out-healthy. 
1:45 to 4:00 p.m. Community Center eventbrite.com 

For questions, please contact Lisa Burke at lisa@lisajburke.com or call (949) 200-6221

THE ORANGE COUNTY CHILDREN’S PARTNERSHIP
&

THE ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

•  Hear Report Highlights & Data Trends

•  Learn from experts about the Featured
Topic at each forum

•  Receive a Copy of the 21ST Annual
Report on the Conditions of Children
in Orange County

REGISTER NOW!

CONDITIONS OF CHILDREN 
IN ORANGE COUNTY

THE 21ST ANNUAL REPORT ON THE

occhildrenandfamilies.comocgov.com

Attachment 2

https://teen-mental-health.eventbrite.com
https://teen-mental-health.eventbrite.com
https://education-juvenile-offenders.eventbrite.com
https://education-juvenile-offenders.eventbrite.com
https://childhood-mental-health.eventbrite.com
https://childhood-mental-health.eventbrite.com
https://starting-out-healthy.eventbrite.com
https://starting-out-healthy.eventbrite.com
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