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Agenda Item No. 3 
April 4, 2012 Meeting 

DATE: March 23, 2012 
 
TO:  Children and Families Commission of Orange County 

FROM: Michael M. Ruane, Executive Director  
 
SUBJECT: 2012 Orange County Community Indicators Report 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Children and Families Commission of Orange County has a partnership with the County of 
Orange and the Orange County Business Council to produce the annual Community Indicators 
Report since 2000. This item presents the 2012 Community Indicators Report that will be 
released at the April 3, 2012 meeting of the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Orange County 2012 Community Indicators 
The Community Indicators report tracks countywide trends related to the economy, environment, 
and populace. The data in the report allows stakeholders to ascertain if investments are effective 
and sustainable. In many cases, it is a guiding document for future investments and program 
development to establish Orange County as a successful place to live and work. The following 
are a few notable indicators: 

• Orange County students outperform students statewide with the majority of K-12 
students scoring “Proficient” or better. 

• The number of children that are adequately immunized at age has decreased. 
• Almost half of Orange County public school students were eligible for free or 

reduced-price school meals. 
• Orange County’s crime rate is the lowest among national peers and continues to 

decrease for the sixth consecutive year. 
 
The key indicators related to the Commission’s focus areas of health, education, and at-risk 
children from the 2012 Orange County Community Indicators will be presented by the program 
manager, Lisa Burke. The report will also be distributed at the Commission meeting and will be 
available on the County of Orange website following April 3 Board of Supervisors meeting. 
 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN & FISCAL SUMMARY: 
No funding action is proposed for this item. 
 
 
PRIOR COMMISSION ACTIONS: 
• March 2012 – Approved new two-year agreement to develop the Community Indicators 

Report 
• April 2011 – Received 2011 Community Indicators Report 



 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive the 2012 Orange County Community Indicators Report 

 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
1. 2012 Community Indicators Presentation Slides 

 
 

Contact:  Michael Ruane 
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Post-Recession, How is 
Orange County Faring?

• Orange County is slowly recovering, but challenges 
remain.

• Orange County’s business climate ranks poorly and 
poverty measures remain troubling for children, families 
and seniors.

• But there has been notable progress in all sectors, 
including the economy, education, health, and community 
wellbeing.
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Economic Indicators

• UNEMPLOYMENT is continuing to trend in the right direction.
• In December 2011, unemployment in Orange County was 7.8%, 

compared to 8.3% nationwide, and 10.9% statewide. 
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Sources: California Employment Development Department and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (pg. 18) 



Economic Indicators

• Preliminary estimates show WORLD TRADE increasing.
• Multi-family unit development is driving up BUILDING PERMITS
• TOURISM rebounded in 2011. 
• HIGH-TECH output, PATENTS, and VENTURE CAPITAL are all 

growing.
• HOUSING prices stabilized in 2011.
• Orange County posted the lowest BUSINESS CLIMATE ranking on 

record in 2011. 
• Orange County has one of the largest differentials between COST 

OF LIVING and PER CAPITA INCOME, putting the squeeze on 
buying power.
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Sources: California State University Fullerton, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Milken 
Institute, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, National Venture Capital Association, California Association of 
Realtors, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Council for Community and Economic Research.



Educational Performance

• The long-term trend in COLLEGE-READINESS is lackluster.
• UC/CSU eligibility and SAT taking show no improvement.

5Source: California Department of Education (pg. 32)



Educational Performance

• MATH and ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ARTS proficiency of K-12 students 
improved over the past five years, but at a slower rate than the 
state.

• Still, over 60% of K-12 students are scoring PROFICIENT or better.

• The DROPOUT RATE declined last year but is still high at 14%.

• More high-tech related COLLEGE DEGREES were granted.

• CAREER-TECH students faced difficulties finding jobs related to their 
studies, but still over 80% were placed.
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Sources: California Department of Education, University of California Irvine, California State University Fullerton, 
Chapman University, California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, North Orange County Regional 
Occupational Programs (ROP), Central Orange County ROP, Capistrano-Laguna ROP, Coastline ROP.



Young Child Health Measures
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• VACCINATION 
RATES of 2 
years old shows 
continuing 
decline.

• Significant 
WHOOPING 
COUGH 
outbreaks in 
2010 and 2011 
are further 
evidence of this 
challenge. 

Source: County of Orange 
Health Care Agency (pg. 38) 



Young Child Health Measures

• Enrollment in Orange County IMMUNIZATION REGISTRY has 
grown, currently comprising 68% of the county’s 0-5 population.

• PRENATAL CARE rates improved.

• Deaths due to PREMATURITY fell 50% in one year, from an annual 
average of 21 to only five in 2009 (the latest data available).

• ACCIDENTAL DEATHS for children under five continue to trend 
downward.

• ASSAULT deaths among children under five more than doubled,
from an average of two over the past 10 years, to seven in 2009.
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Sources: California Department of Public Health, and Conditions of Children in Orange County Annual Report 



Young Child Economic 
Wellbeing

• 45.6% of 
children 
were 
eligible for 
SUB-
SIDIZED 
SCHOOL 
MEALS in 
2010/11, 
the 
highest 
rate on 
record. 
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Source: California Department of Education (pg. 40) 



Young Child Economic 
Wellbeing

• In 2010/11, PUBLIC ASSISTANCE enrollment grew: CalFresh +24%, 
CalWORKs +10%, and Medi-Cal  +7%.

• HOUSING INSECURITY – homeless, living in a motel, or doubled-up 
– increased again among Orange County’s school-age youth. 

• The high rate of families living DOUBLED-UP due to economic 
hardship is what’s behind Orange County having the highest rate of 
housing insecurity among California peers. 

10Sources: Orange County Social Services Agency, and California Department of Education



Community Attributes

• CRIME 
dropped for 
sixth 
consecutive 
year. 

• Orange County 
has the lowest
CRIME RATE 
among 
selected 
California and 
national peers.

11Source: Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, 2010 (pg. 49)



Community Attributes

• Orange County continues to successfully keep more children out of 
FOSTER CARE by providing stabilizing services in the home. 

• RENEWABLE ENERGY and SOLAR installations continue to grow.

• AIR QUALITY improved markedly.

• SOLID WASTE disposal and WATER USE declined.

• The number of NONPROFITS per capita is low compared to peers.

12
Sources: Federal Bureau of Investigation, Orange County Social Services Agency, utilities serving Orange County, 
California Solar Statistics, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Orange County Waste & Recycling, Orange 
County Water District and Municipal Water District of Orange County, and National Center for Charitable Statistics 



Next Steps

• Public release at the Orange County Forum, April 12
• Public input and feedback
• Presentations to interested groups

www.oc.ca.gov/ceocommunity.asp
ocindicators@cfcoc.ocgov.com
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