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Agenda Item No. 10 
September 7, 2011 Meeting 

DATE: August 11, 2011 
 
TO: Children and Families Commission of Orange County 

FROM: Michael M. Ruane, Executive Director  
 
SUBJECT: Community Advisory Committee Appointments 
 
SUMMARY: 
In January 2011, the Children and Families Commission of Orange County approved a new 
structure for the Commission’s Community Advisory Committee to maximize the time and 
expertise of the members that will meet, as needed to provide high quality, strategic advice on 
priority programs and issues. This item presents eight candidates for appointment with expertise 
in health, education, or research/evaluation to serve on the restructured Community Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Community Advisory Committee Recruitment Process 
At the June 2011 meeting, the Community Advisory Committee application timeframe was 
extended to July 31, 2011. The extension ensured an opportunity for a full complement of 
experts and community leaders to provide advice on emerging research, and issues pertinent to 
the health and development of young children, best practices, and catalytic investments. All 10 
applicants contacted the Commission by the deadline of Sunday, July 31. One of the applicants 
required additional time to submit supporting documentation and the paperwork was submitted 
on August 1, 2011. The following eight candidates with expertise in health, education, or 
research/evaluation are recommended for approval. 
 

AREA OF 
EXPERTISE 

RECOMMENDED COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Health 
 

1. Katherine Ahn, DDS: Pediatric Dentist 
2. David Nunez, MD, MPH: County of Orange Health Care 

Agency, Medical Director, Family Health Services 
3. Pam Pimentel, RN, Chief Executive Officer, MOMS Orange 

County 
Education 
 

4. Cathleen Wietstock, EdD: Administrator, Instructional 
Services, Orange County Department of Education 

5. Marc Lerner, MD: Pediatrician, Medical Officer, Orange 
County Department of Education 

6. Sheri Senter, EdD: Chief Executive Officer, National Pediatric 
Support Services 

Evaluation/Research 
 

7. Deborah Lowe Vandell, PhD: Professor and Chair, Education 
Professor, Psychology & Social Behavior, University of 
California, Irvine 

8. Shu-Chen Jenny Yen, PhD: Associate Professor, California 
State University, Fullerton 



 

Two applications were also received from the County Health Officer and a Legislative Field 
Representative. The County Health Officer and the newly appointed County Medical Director 
for Family Health Services both submitted applications. Because the County Health Officer 
currently serves on the Commission’s Pediatric Health Services Committee, appointing the 
County Family Health Services Director is recommended. The Legislative Field Representative 
initially applied for the research/evaluation category. However, the required level of research 
experience is satisfied with the representatives from UC Irvine and CSU Fullerton. The applicant 
has withdrawn his application due to new responsibilities that prevents him from committing to 
the Community Advisory Committee 
 
Under the new bylaws for the Community Advisory Committee that were approved by the 
Commission in January 2011, Advisory Committee members serve voluntarily and without 
compensation. The members will serve staggered, two-year terms that will be randomly 
assigned. Following Commission action, the newly appointed Community Advisory Committee 
members will receive specific information on their appointment, term, and time expectations. 
 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN & FISCAL SUMMARY: 
This item does not include a funding request 
 
 
PRIOR COMMISSION ACTIONS: 
• June and July 2011 – Received a report on the status of the Community Advisory Committee 

recruitment process. 
• January 2011 – Approved the Community Advisory Committee structure, appointment 

categories and bylaws. 
• June 2010 – Approved proposed restructuring plan for the Commission Technical Advisory 

Committee and directed staff to implement the plan. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Appoint the attached slate of candidates to the Community Advisory Committee. 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 
1. Membership Applications 
 
 
 
Contact:  Kelly Pijl 



Attachment 1 

 

Community Advisory Committee Membership Applications 

 
1. Katherine Ahn, DDS 

2. Eric Handler, MD, MPH, FAAP 

3. Marc Lerner, MD 

4. David Nunez, MD, MPH 

5. Pam Pimentel, RN 

6. Sheri Senter, EdD 

7. David Taylor 

8. Deborah Lowe Vandell, PhD 

9. Cathleen Wietstock, EdD 

10. Shu-Chen Jenny Yen, PhD 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

o Children & Families Commission
[E) Community Advisory Committee

You may apply for one or both.

Name Kathenne Ahn, DDS

Home Address: City Zip_9 _

Agency Impression Dental Care Title_C_E_O _

Business Address 7801 Center Ave. City Huntington Beach Zip_9_2_6_47 _

Phone (714) 230-2410 Email drahn@imagecenter.info--------------------

A. CATEGORIES FOR APPOINTMENT
(For both the Commission and AdvIsory Committee)
Please indicate all of the categories with which you are currently affiliated:

Category 1 - Education and Early Intervention
o Representative of a local child care resource or referral agency, or a local child care

coordinating group, or a local organization for prevention or early Intervention for families
at fisk or a recipient of early education project services Included In the county strategic
plan.

Organization Name: _

Address: _
Early Education Services Received (if applicable): _

o Representative of a local school district, or an educator specializing in early childhood
development.

Organization Name: _
Address: _

Credential I Certification (if applicable): _

Category 2 - Healthy Children and Early Intervention
o Representative of a community-based organization that has a goal of promoting

nurturing and early childhood development or a local organization for prevention or early
intervention for families at risk, or a recipient of project services Included in the county
strategic plan related to healthy children.

Organization Name: _
Address:----------------------------
Children's Health Services Received (if applicable): _

Pnnt Form



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Page 2

o A representative of a local medical, pediatric or obstetric association or society.

Organization Name: _

Address: _

B. ADDITIONAL CATEGORY FOR COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE ONLY
Research or subject matter expert in areas of early childhood development and health
and/or program evaluation.

Qualifications: Pediatric Dentist

(This can be provided on a separate sheet)

C. APPLICANT INTERESTS
Please briefly explain why you wish to serve on the Children and Families Commission of
Orange County and the skills that you would bring to the Commission. Include information
describing any related organizations in which you are involved.

As a dentist with special training in Pediatric Dentistry, I am interested in furthering my

association with the healthy development of children. The Children and Families Commission is
such a setting to apply my knowledge as well as broaden my ability to serve the community. Proper

dental care plays a significant role in a child's overall health, and I have a passion for educating

children on the importance of taking care of their health. I would welcome the opportunity to apply my

knowledge and experiences on a larger scale to make a difference In the lives of children and their

families by improving health education and access to care.

D. ECONOMIC INTERESTS
Do you have any direct economic interest in a child development program or other service
that may seek funding under this program?

(EI No
o Yes Please explain

E. RESUME
Attach a current resume including educational and employment history and mail with
membership application to: Children and Families Commission of Orange County, 17320
Redhill Avenue, Suite 200, Irvine, California 92614. Email to Prop10@ocgov com or fax
(949) 474-2243.
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