
 

Agenda Item No. 10 
May 7, 2014 Meeting 

 
DATE: April 15, 2014 
 
TO:  Children and Families Commission of Orange County 

FROM: Christina Altmayer, Executive Director  
 
SUBJECT:  Biannual Strategic Communications Report 
 
SUMMARY: 
Curt Pringle & Associates provides strategic communications services to the Children and Families 
Commission of Orange County under an agreement approved by the Commission in November 
2012. The terms of the agreement require regular updates on the status of strategic communications 
activities. This item includes the biannual strategic communications report prepared by Curt Pringle 
& Associates for the period beginning November 2013 through April 2014. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
In November 2012, a panel of Commissioners selected Curt Pringle & Associates (CPA) from a 
slate of qualified firms to provide legislative advocacy, community partnership, and public awareness 
services. A one-year agreement was approved with an option for renewals based on performance for 
up to two additional years. In November 2013, the agreement with CPA was renewed or another 
year with the same terms that require a mid-year report on the implementation of strategic 
communications activities. The specific activities in the following categories are included in the 
biannual report (Attachment 1) for November 2013 through April 2014. 
 
Legislative Advocacy - Outreach to the Orange County legislative delegation to generate support 
for local funding and decision making to Proposition 10 investments. Activities include developing 
strategies to address the increasing administration fees implemented by the Board of Equalization, 
meeting with BOE board members and staff, briefing state Assembly and Senate members on issues 
related to the Commission, and meeting with city council members and city staff to coordinate 
services. Curt Pringle & Associates does not provide lobbying services to the Commission. 
 
Community Partnership - Develop relationships with Orange County organizations, leaders, and 
elected officials to bring awareness to programs and services funded with Proposition 10 revenue. 
Activities include implementation of the annual Essentials for Young Lives Donation Drive in 
partnership with HomeAid, both in Orange County and Sacramento. Local activities include 
securing corporate sponsors to support the donation drive. Sacramento activities include 
implementing the drive at the state Capitol, confirming statewide legislative participation, and 
securing support from First 5 commissions in the Sacramento region. 
 
Public Awareness - Broaden the base of support for programs benefiting young children through 
additional funding support, individual donations, and in-kind corporate support. Activities include 
monitoring legislative activities with the potential to impact young children and families, developing 
written materials regarding the purpose of the Commission and funded programs, and preparing 
monthly activity reports for the Commission agenda. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN & FISCAL SUMMARY: 
There are no funding recommendations for this item. This program was specifically reviewed in 
relation to the Strategic Plan and is consistent with all goal areas. Funding for the professional 
strategic communications services for $120,000 from November 1, 2013 through October 31, 2014 
was approved on November 6, 2013. Funding for this item is included in the FY 2013-14 Budget 
within the Strategic Communications and Homeless Prevention budget categories. 
 
 
PRIOR COMMISSION ACTIONS 
• November 2013 – Received biannual strategic communications report for November 2012 

through April 2013 and approved amendment for a second term of November 1, 2013 to 
October 31, 2014. 

• May 1, 2013 – Received biannual strategic communications report for the period beginning 
November 2012 through April 2013 

• November 2012 – Approved agreement with Curt Pringle & Associates, to provide strategic 
communication services for the term of November 1, 2012 to October 31, 2013 

• May 2012 – Initiated a search process for professional services and extended the agreement with 
Curt Pringle & Associates to September 30, 2012 

• July 2011 – Approved agreement with Curt Pringle & Associates, to provide strategic 
communication services for the term of July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012 

 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Receive the biannual strategic communications report for the period beginning November 2013 
through April 2014. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
1. Strategic Communications Biannual Report – April 2014 
 
 
 
Contact:  Kelly Pijl 
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To:  Christina Altmayer, Executive Director  
  Children and Families Commission of Orange County 
 
From:  Curt Pringle, President 
  Curt Pringle & Associates 
 
Date:  April 17, 2014 
 
Subject: Strategic Communications Bi-Annual Report – April 2014 
 
 
Below is an overview of the activities that were provided to the Children and Families 
Commission of Orange County by Curt Pringle & Associates. These services were based on the 
contracted Scope of Work provided by the Commission and represent our activities and services 
for the first six months of the contract.   
 
Government Relations 
 
Curt Pringle & Associates’ (CP&A) scope of work includes outreach activities with the Orange 
County Legislative Delegation and with priority cities.  Outreach activities include providing 
updates to the delegation regarding the Commission activities and priorities.  In addition, these 
activities included arranging site-visits to Commission-funded programs. Our firm does not 
provide lobbying services to the Commission.  
 
Board of Equalization – Administrative Fees 
 
Curt Pringle & Associates continues to work with Christina Altmayer, Kelly Pijl and others 
regarding the excessive Board of Equalization (BOE) administrative fees being charged to the 
Commission.   
 
Curt Pringle & Associates attended a meeting on March 7, 2014 with Commission Executive 
Director Christina Altmayer that included First 5 LA’s Executive Director Kim Belshé and 
Policy Director James Lau.  The purpose was to develop a strategy for dealing with the 
escalating BOE fees.  The strategy focused on creating a budget trailer bill that would limit BOE 
administrative fees and/or make them consistent with current tobacco initiatives that have 
mandated caps.   
 
Legislative/Budget Update 
 
Curt Pringle & Associates continues to monitor State Legislation and budget activities that could 
impact the Children and Families Commission of Orange County.  The Legislature is in the 
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second year of a two-year cycle.  Any new legislation for the 2013/2014 session needed to be 
introduced no later than February 21, 2014.   

 
CP&A continues to monitor bills of significance for the Commission: 

 
• Assembly Bill 1500 (Dickinson) would revise the existing Stop Tobacco Access to Kids 

Enforcement (STAKE) which prohibits the distribution and sale of tobacco products via 
United States Postal Service or any package delivery service to any purchaser who is a 
minor.  In in its place, this bill would, with certain exceptions, prohibit the shipping or 
transportation of tobacco products or electronic cigarettes to persons in California.  Civil 
penalties would be established and the Board of Equalization or a law enforcement 
agency would be authorized to seize the tobacco products or electronic cigarettes.   

 
AB 1500 is currently pending in the Assembly Government Organization Committee and 
is scheduled to be heard on April 30, 2014. 

 
• Senate Bill 837 (Steinberg) states that a child shall be admitted to a transitional 

kindergarten maintained by the school district at the beginning of a school year, or at a 
later time in the same year, if the child will have his or her fifth birthday between the 
following dates: 
 
(1) September 2, 2015, to Feb. 1, 2016, inclusive, for the 2015-16 school year. 

  (2)   September 2, 2016, to April 1, 2017, inclusive, for the 2016–17 school year. 
 (3) September 2, 2017, to June 1, 2018, inclusive, for the 2017–18 school year. 
 (4) September 2, 2018, to August 2, 2019, inclusive, for the 2018–19 school year. 

 
SB 837 passed the Senate Education Committee on April 9, 2014 and has been referred to 
the Senate Appropriations Committee.  Governor Brown has signaled to the Democrats 
that he may not be willing to support transitional kindergarten in this budget cycle.   

 
• Assembly Bill 1559 (Pan) would require an additional screening test for infants for 

Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD).  Since 1966, California has mandated that treating 
physicians test newborns for certain metabolic disorders. Today, the Newborn Screening 
program (NBS) has grown to include 76 disorders.  Over 566,000 screenings are 
conducted annually, representing approximately 99.5% of the births in California. 
Assemblyman Richard Pan, a practicing pediatrician and former member of the 
Sacramento County First Five Commission, introduced AB 1559 that would add 
screening for ALD to the NBS program. ALD is a genetic disorder that, according to Dr. 
Pan, primarily impacts the brain, nerves, and adrenal glands of young boys.  

 
AB 1559 was approved unanimously by the Assembly Health Committee, with support 
from both committee members that represent Orange County, Assembly Members Allan 
Mansoor and Don Wagner.  The bill will next be heard in the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee.          

 
Curt Pringle & Associates continues to provide the Commission with a monthly state 
budget/legislative update. They have included the following topics: 
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• State Budget Updates 
• Tobacco Tax Initiatives Updates 
• Specific Legislative Updates 

 
Note: In addition to monitoring legislation that could impact the Children and Families First 
Trust Fund, CP&A also monitors initiatives that could have an impact on the Commission.   

 
As of April 17, 2014, a total of three (3) tobacco initiatives have been cleared by the Secretary of 
State and were gathering signatures.  
 

• Cigarette Tax to Fund Healthcare, Tobacco Use Prevention, Research, and Law 
Enforcement (13-0027).  This initiative proposes to increase the tax on tobacco products 
by $2 per pack.  The revenue generated by the tax would be allocated as followed: 82% 
Healthcare, 13% Tobacco Prevention, and 5% Disease Research ($40 million to train 
physicians, $48 million to state and local law enforcement programs).  
 
The initiative includes a backfill provision for the California Children and Families Trust 
Fund (Proposition 10).   
 
Signatures required: 504,760 
Submission deadline: 5/27/14  
 

• California Brain Research and Tobacco Act of 2014 (14-0005). This initiative proposes 
to increase cigarette tax by $1.00 per pack, with an equivalent increase on other tobacco 
products. It would require tax revenues to be deposited into a special fund to provide 
grants and loans to support brain research on causes, treatments, detection, and cures for 
brain disorders and diseases and creates an 11-member oversight committee charged with 
administering the fund. (80% deposited into Research Fund.)  
 
The initiative includes a backfill provision for the California Children and Families Trust 
Fund (Proposition 10).   
 
Signatures required: 504,760  
Submission deadline: 8/7/14 

 
• California Brain Research and Tobacco Tax Act of 2014 (14-0003). This initiative 

proposes to increase cigarette tax by $1.00 per pack, with an equivalent increase on other 
tobacco products.  It would require tax revenues to be deposited into a special fund to 
provide grants and loans to support brain research, including stem cell research, on 
causes, treatments, detection, and cures for brain disorders and diseases and creates an 
11-member oversight committee charged with administering the fund.  (50% deposited 
into Research Fund.)  

 
The initiative includes a backfill provision for the California Children and Families Trust 
Fund (Proposition 10).   
 
Signatures required: 504,760  
Submission deadline: 8/4/14 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

 
 
State Legislator Briefings 
 
Curt Pringle & Associates continues to schedule and provide briefings to members of the Orange 
County Legislative Delegation and their staff.  The briefings include an overview of the 
Commission’s activities and an update on the catalytic investments made by the Commission 
following the AB 99 court decision.  Briefing legislative offices on Commission activities is 
critical.  Even though the courts overturned AB 99, it is important to continue to re-affirm and 
earn the support of our legislative delegation.  
 
During the first half of the contract year, Curt Pringle & Associates worked with Commission 
staff to deliver the “15 Years and Moving Forward” report to the Orange County Legislative 
Delegation.  CP&A delivered the 15 year report to the following legislative offices: 
 

• Senator Mimi Walters 
• Assemblyman Travis Allen 
• Assemblyman Tom Daly 
• Assemblyman Curt Hagman 
• Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva 

 
In addition, Curt Pringle & Associates scheduled meetings with the Orange County Legislative 
Delegation for Commission Executive Director Christina Altmayer and External Affairs Director 
Kelly Pijl when they were in the Capitol on March 19, 2014 for the 15th Anniversary of 
Proposition 10 event.  While coordinating briefings, CP&A also sent invitations to each of the 
Orange County Legislative Delegation offices for the 15th Anniversary event that was held on the 
evening of March 19, 2014.  Briefings were held with the following offices in the Capitol: 
 

• Senator Lou Correa 
• Senator Mark Wyland 
• Assemblyman Tom Daly 
• Assemblyman Curt Hagman 
• Assemblywoman Diane Harkey 
• Assemblyman Don Wagner 

 
Curt Pringle & Associates has invited the legislative delegation to participate in the Essentials 
for Young Lives donation drive.  Their offices have also been invited to attend the Essentials 
Community Partner Luncheon which will be held on April 23, 2014 at Precious Life Shelter in 
Los Alamitos.  CP&A has distributed letters to each legislative office in the Capitol to request 
their participation in the Capitol campaign.  In addition, CP&A is planning a press conference in 
the Capitol for May 5, 2014 and is reaching out to legislative offices to seek participation by 
several legislators at this event. 
 
City Briefings 
 
One city in each Orange County Supervisorial District will be targeted in 2014 in order to 
increase the awareness amongst city leaders and staff as to partnerships the Commission has with 
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many of their local service providers.  We often see that local officials are unaware that the 
Commission is helping to fund programs that provide significant value and have a positive 
impact in their community.  The city briefings are also an opportunity to learn about the efforts 
underway within the community where commission-funded programs might be able to engage 
and/or participate.  Additionally, these briefings serve as an opportunity to increase involvement 
in the annual Essentials for Young Lives drive, which is funded by the Commission.  The 
following briefings were conducted during the first half of the contract term: 
 

• City of Mission Viejo on February 11, 2014.  Attendees included Councilman Frank Ury 
and City Manager Dennis Wilberg.  CP&A prepared a briefing packet for the 
Commission prior to the meeting.   

o The Commission was connected with City Clerk, Karen Hamman.  Ms. Hamman 
will be the point of contact for the City with regards to the Essentials for Young 
Lives campaign.  The city is providing an opportunity to place the Essentials 
Public Service Announcement on the Mission Viejo public television station. 

o The Commission was connected with the Director of Library Services, Stephanie 
Tanton, in order to facilitate conversations between the city’s library department 
and the Commission’s Early Learning Manager. 

o A copy of the Commission application packet was provided to the city.   
 
• City of Costa Mesa on February 21, 2014.  Attendees included Costa Mesa CEO Tom 

Hatch and Assistant CEO Rick Francis.  CP&A prepared a briefing packet for the 
Commission prior to the meeting.   

o The Commission had a discussion regarding services in Costa Mesa, with an 
emphasis on homeless programs and the early learning specialist program. 

o CP&A will follow-up with additional details on the Essentials for Young Lives 
campaign.    

 
• City of Brea on February 25, 2014.  Attendees included Mayor Brett Murdock, Acting 

City Manager Bill Gallardo, Community Services Director Chris Emeterio, and Family 
Resource Center Supervisor Cesar Pacheco.  CP&A prepared a briefing packet for the 
Commission prior to the meeting.  

o The City expressed interest in running an Essentials drive.  CP&A is following-up 
to coordinate with the City on this item. 

 
• City of Tustin on March 27, 2014.  Attendees included Mayor Al Murray and City 

Manager Jeff Parker.   CP&A prepared a briefing packet for Commission staff prior to 
the meeting. 

o Mayor Murray expressed interest in connecting with Healthy Smiles as part of his 
annual dental outreach.  

o The City expressed interest in running an Essentials drive.  CP&A is following-up 
to coordinate with the City on this item. 

 
• A briefing is currently being scheduled with the City of Santa Ana. 

 
Education Community Outreach 
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Curt Pringle & Associates developed an education community outreach plan which focuses on 
briefings with local appointed and elected education officials and will work to increase 
awareness as to the role the Commission plays in the early learning arena. Through the outreach 
efforts, we will enhance connections between the Commission and school districts while 
potentially developing synergistic opportunities that benefit children ages 0 – 5 in Orange 
County.      

 
The school districts identified for outreach in 2014 include: 

• First District: Santa Ana Unified School District 
• Second District: Newport Mesa Unified School District 
• Third District: Orange Unified School District 
• Fourth District: Magnolia School District 

o Note: Commission Executive Director is currently meeting with Anaheim City 
School District 

• Fifth District: Saddleback Valley Unified School District 
 

Curt Pringle & Associates worked with Commission staff to identify next steps in implementing 
the education community outreach plan.  CP&A drafted an executive briefing for Superintendent 
Gregg Haulk who serves as the superintendent liaison to the Commission, in the event he 
receives questions from school districts regarding this process.  CP&A will work with the 
Commission to brief Superintendent Haulk prior to scheduling briefings with the school districts.   

 
Community Partnership 
 
Essentials for Young Lives 
 
This year marks the seventh year that the Commission has partnered with HomeAid Orange 
County on the Essentials for Young Lives campaign.  For the past three years, Curt Pringle & 
Associates has provided campaign management, sponsorship development, media, and 
marketing services.  The Essentials campaign is an important program that brings greater 
awareness to the Commission through not only press and marketing, but also through gaining 
support and participation from elected officials, the businesses community, and groups 
throughout Orange County and at the State Capitol. Last year, the Essentials campaign collected 
over one million items, nearly doubling the number of items collected in 2012.  Curt Pringle & 
Associates is again providing strategic campaign support for the 2014 Essentials drive, which 
includes the following activities in the first half of the contract term:   
 
Orange County 
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates secured a $10,000 cash donation from Vons to support 
programming costs for the Essentials campaign.  This is the fourth consecutive year that 
Vons has participated in the campaign and the first year that they have provided a cash 
donation of this kind.  Vons will be providing a $10,000 grant to HomeAid Orange 
County through The Vons Foundation.  The grant funds will support the purchase of the 
bins, development and costs associated with collateral materials, and other programming 
expenses.  Vons will continue to participate on the Steering Committee and provide input 
on the campaign deliverables.   
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• Curt Pringle & Associates secured a $2,500 cash donation from the Auto Club of 
Southern California in support of the Essentials campaign.  This is the second 
consecutive year that the Auto Club has participated in the campaign.   
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates has facilitated the 2014 Essentials for Young Lives Steering 
Committee meetings for the campaign.  The intent of the Steering Committee is to 
provide strategic guidance and support for the 2014 donation drive.  This committee is 
responsible for coordinating activities at their respective organizations and providing 
direction to the Campaign Committee who will implement the 2014 drive. 

o CP&A prepared the agendas and associated documents for the Steering 
Committee meetings.   

o Steering Committee membership includes: 
 Kelly Pijl, Children and Families Commission of Orange County 
 Gina Scott, HomeAid Orange County 
 Anita Rodriguez-Lambert, HomeAid Orange County 
 Alyson Loyd, Curt Pringle & Associates 
 Carrie Braun, Orange County Sheriff’s Department 
 Oliver Jones, UPS 
 Jenna Watkinson, Vons 
 Evelyn Leyva, County of Orange 
 Sonia Lister, JDTP 

 
• Curt Pringle & Associates is planning the Community Partner Luncheon, which will be 

held at Precious Life Shelter on April 23, 2014, and includes the following efforts:   
o CP&A secured the participation of Michele Gile, Orange County reporter for 

KCBS and KCAL, to serve as Master of Ceremonies for the luncheon. 
o CP&A prepared the invitation distributed by HomeAid for the Community 

Partner Luncheon. 
o CP&A worked with HomeAid Orange County on planning logistics for the event. 
o CP&A managed the RSVP list and followed-up with electronic invitations to 

legislative offices. 
o CP&A drafted talking points for each speaker. 

 
• Curt Pringle & Associates has developed or is in the process of developing the following 

media deliverables for the campaign: 
o Outline and script for a Public Service Announcement to be produced by the 

Orange County Sheriff’s Department 
o General press release that was distributed on April 7, 2014 
o Op-ed authored by Julia Lozano, former resident at Precious Life Shelter, on the 

impact of Essentials, which was distributed on April 7, 2014 
o Media alert, press release, and press kits for the Community Partner Luncheon 
o Op-ed authored by Sheriff Sandra Hutchens to be distributed on April 28, 2014 
o Media alert, press release, and press kits for the Delivery Day Press Event 

scheduled for May 29, 2014 
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates worked with HomeAid Orange County to develop collateral 
materials for the campaign including the campaign brochure, fact sheets, and posters. 
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• Curt Pringle & Associates reviewed and provided input on the draft advertisements that 
will be published in the Orange County Register.  HomeAid Orange County received free 
advertising space as a recipient of the Golden Envelope campaign.  The Orange County 
Register’s Golden Envelope campaign allows subscribers the opportunity to designate 
advertising space to their favorite local charity.  The Essentials advertisements ran during 
the weeks of March 24, 2014 and March 31, 2014. 

 
Sacramento 
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates worked with and received approval from the Senate Rules 
Committee in Sacramento to hold the 5th Annual Essentials for Young Lives donation 
drive in the State Capitol.  The drive in Sacramento will take place May 2 – 9, 2014. 
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates has distributed letters to each legislative office in the Capitol 
inviting their participation in the Essentials drive.   

 
• Curt Pringle & Associates is coordinating a press conference in the Capitol that will take 

place on May 5, 2014 from 1:30 – 2:00 p.m. in Room 113.  Legislators have been 
contacted and invited to participate. 

 
• Curt Pringle & Associates is coordinating with the First 5 Commissions across the state 

and the First 5 Association to increase their involvement in the Essentials campaign in 
Sacramento.  
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates is developing the media deliverables for the Capitol campaign 
which will include a media alert highlighting the press conference as well as a press 
release. 

 
Other Community Partnership Opportunities 
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates is continuing to explore potential partnership opportunities 
with Allergan related to the Commission’s pediatric vision program. 
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates has had preliminary discussions regarding potential 
opportunities with Cox Communications and Time Warner Cable, specifically about the 
potential placement of the Essentials Public Service Announcement. 

 
Public Awareness 

 
Curt Pringle & Associates has worked with Commission staff to develop key communication 
deliverables, including the development of standard messages describing the Commission and its 
purpose, as well as specific program messages.  In addition, CP&A works with Commission staff 
to identify appropriate methodologies for distribution of key messages with the public.  For the 
first half of the contract term, the following public awareness activities were conducted: 
 

• Curt Pringle & Associates worked with Commission staff to distribute information to key 
community groups regarding the “15 Years and Moving Forward” report. CP&A 
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prepared language regarding the 15 Year Anniversary of Proposition 10 for inclusion in 
the Orange County Business Council member newsletter as well as various chamber of 
commerce newsletters.  The language also included an overview of the 15 Year Report 
prepared by the Commission and a link to the report. 

 
• Curt Pringle & Associates has been preparing several public awareness deliverables 

related to the Essentials campaign.  These deliverables are being developed for 
distribution in April and May 2014 and include press releases for both the Orange County 
and Capitol campaigns, an op-ed authored by a former shelter resident, an op-ed authored 
by Sheriff Hutchens, a script for the development of a Public Service Announcement, and 
media alerts for major campaign events.  CP&A worked with HomeAid Orange County 
to prepare advertisements that ran in the Orange County Register during the weeks of 
March 24 and March 31, 2014 promoting the Essentials campaign.  In addition, CP&A is 
working with businesses and community groups to grow participation in the Essentials 
campaign, including securing participation from cities and chambers of commerce.   

 
Upcoming Activities and Focus: 
 

• Planning efforts for the 2014 Essentials for Young Lives campaign 
• BOE Administrative Fees 
• City briefings – Santa Ana  
• Education community briefings 
• Further engagement with Allergan and Cox Communications 
• Additional Legislative office briefings, as needed 
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