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Agenda Item No. 1  
July 3, 2013 Meeting 

 
DATE: June 20, 2012 
 
TO:  Children and Families Commission of Orange County 

FROM: Christina Altmayer, Executive Director  
 
SUBJECT: Report on the El Sol Science and Arts Academy and Wellness Center 
 
SUMMARY 
The July Commission meeting will be held at the El Sol Science and Arts Academy, a charter 
school in the Santa Unified School District. El Sol has become a national model for dual 
immersion education and as a successful charter school in an economically disadvantaged 
community. The school has recently embarked on a major capital construction for the rebuilding 
the school campus. El Sol has successfully raised the required funds to build a new Wellness 
Center to which the Commission allocated $500,000. Additionally, El Sol provides an 
opportunity platform for Commission funded partners to provide services in Santa Ana. Prior to 
the Commission meeting, tours of the school, construction site, and wellness clinic will be 
available for Commissioners. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Founded in 2001 with 110 students in kindergarten and first grade, El Sol now has 832 students 
enrolled in preschool through eighth grade (a fully licensed preschool was added in 2004). The 
Academy currently has an Academic Performance Index of 871, is recognized as a California 
Distinguished School, and received a Title I Academic Achievement Award. 
 
Along with the significant academic achievements, the school has also been recognized for its 
ability to meet the extraordinary needs of its over 75 percent economically disadvantaged student 
population. Many of the services available to the students and their families are provided through 
a partnership with Commission funded service providers such as the MIND Research Institute, 
Healthy Smiles, Providence Speech and Hearing, Pretend City, and Serve Our Selves Health 
Center.  
 
The Commission has an existing partnership with Children First, a Merage Foundation, to 
support the health services on the El Sol campus. The Commission approved a $75,000 matching 
grant as part of the Community clinic initiative. The Children First’s Merage Foundation then 
matches the Commission grant 2:1 with all proceeds supporting the provision of health services 
on campus. In addition to the matching grant, the Commission approved a catalytic investment of 
$500,000 in FY 2012/13 to support the construction of a permanent pediatric clinic space on the 
new campus. The catalytic agreement is structured as a 10-year service payback agreement with 
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service credits generated through pediatric medical services to a minimum of 400 children 
annually.  
 
El Sol Science and Arts Academy Executive Director, Monique Daviss will present a report on 
the success of the school that serves low-income children and their families in Santa Ana, and 
the school’s current expansion and construction plans, including the wellness clinic. Dr. Jose 
Mayorga, the Medical Director for Serve Our Selves (SOS) Health Center will provide a brief 
overview of the plan to expand SOS’s pediatric services. 
 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN & FISCAL SUMMARY: 
This agenda item is consistent with the Healthy Children Strategic Plan goal under the 
Community Clinic initiative. The funding allocations described in the agenda item are included 
in the FY 2013/14 budget within the Healthy Children/Community Clinics.  
 
 
PRIOR COMMISISON ACTIONS: 
• February  2013 – Community Clinic funding approved including $75,000 match grant award 

for El Sol  
• June 2012 & February 2013- Approval of El Sol catalytic agreement 
 
 
RECOMMMENDED ACTION: 
Receive report on El Sol Science and Arts Academy and Wellness Center 
 
 
 
Contact:  Kim Goll 
 


