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Agenda Item No. 1 
April 3, 2013 Meeting 

 
DATE: March 19, 2013 
 
TO:  Children and Families Commission of Orange County 

FROM: Christina Altmayer, Executive Director  
 
SUBJECT: Amendment to Agreement with Woodruff, Spradlin & Smart 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Children and Families Commission of Orange County has a professional services agreement 
with Woodruff, Spradlin & Smart for general legal services. The current rates for legal services 
were established in 2006 and have remained unchanged since that time. This item requests 
Commission approval to amend the agreement and update the rates for legal services effective 
July 1, 2013. 
 
Amendments for Legal Services 
The increased rates for legal services have been reviewed and are consistent with the market rate 
of legal firms of comparable size and scope. Amending the agreement with Woodruff, Spradlin 
& Smart to increase the rates for legal services for the remaining term of the agreement is 
recommended. 
 
Currently, the supervising attorney is providing the majority of legal counsel including routine 
services. To better manage legal costs, commission counsel is identifying professional legal 
personnel that can provide these routine services at a lower rate, while continuing to ensure the 
highest levels of professionalism and expertise. 
 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN & FISCAL SUMMARY: 
The increased fees are assumed within the FY 2013/14 proposed administrative budget. The 
increases can be absorbed within the 10percent administrative limit. 
 
 
PRIOR COMMISION ACTIONS: 
• September 5, 2012 – Approve amendment to agreement with Woodruff, Spradlin & Smart 

designating new Supervising Attorney and General Counsel 
• October 2006 - Approved agreement with Woodruff, Spradlin & Smart for professional legal 

services 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Approve Second Amendment to Agreement C-207 with Woodruff, Spradlin & Smart updating 
the rates for professional legal services.  
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ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Second Amendment to Agreement C-207 for Legal Services 
2. Comparison of current and new rates for legal services 
 
 
 
Contact:  Susie Kim 



Attachment 1 

SECOND AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT C-207 

BETWEEN 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION OF ORANGE COUNTY 

AND 

WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART 

FOR PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES 

This SECOND AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT (“Second Amendment”) entered into 
as of the 3rd day of April, 2013 (“Date of Agreement”), is by and between the CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES COMMISSION OF ORANGE COUNTY, a public body and legal public entity 
(“COMMISSION”) and WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART, a Professional Corporation 
(“ATTORNEYS”), and to the extent described in Section IX of the Original Agreement, Stradling, 
Yocca, Carlson & Rauth, a Professional Corporation (“SYCR”).  The Original Agreement, the First 
Amendment and this Second Amendment shall continue to be administered by the Executive 
Director of COMMISSION or his/her authorized designee (“ADMINISTRATOR”). 

RECITALS 

A. COMMISSION and ATTORNEYS previously entered into that certain Agreement for 
the provision of Legal Services dated October 4, 2006 (“Original Agreement”). 

B. On September 5, 2012, COMMISSION entered into a First Amendment to Agreement 
updating the designation of key personnel under the Agreement and designating James Donich as the 
Supervising Attorney for the remaining term of the Agreement.   

C. The parties desire by this Second Amendment to update the hourly rates for 
professional legal services for the remaining term of the Agreement. The Original Agreement, the 
First Amendment and this Second Amendment are referred to collectively as the “Agreement”. 

D. The parties desire by this Second Amendment to set forth certain modifications and 
clarifications to the terms and conditions of the Original Agreement. 

E. Capitalized terms in this Second Amendment are as set forth in the Original 
Agreement, or as specifically defined herein. 

NOW THEREFORE, based on the Recitals, which are a substantive part of this Second 
Amendment, and in consideration of the covenants contained herein, COMMISSION and 
ATTORNEYS agree as follows: 

1. Exhibit A.  An amended and restated Exhibit A, ATTORNEYS’  Hourly Billing 
Rates, is attached hereto and incorporated by reference and shall replace the Exhibit A in the Original 
Agreement. 

2. No Other Changes.  Except as amended by this Second Amendment, the terms of 
the Original Agreement, as previously amended by the First Amendment, shall remain in full force 
and effect as written and entered into between COMMISSION and ATTORNEYS. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have entered into this Second Amendment as of the 
date and year set forth above in the first paragraph hereof and have executed this Second Amendment 
in the County of Orange, State of California.  

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION OF 
ORANGE COUNTY, a public body and legal 
public entity 

By:   
Chair 

SIGNED AND CERTIFIED THAT A COPY 
OF THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN DELIVERED 
TO THE CHAIR OF COMMISSION 

By:  
Susan Novak 
Clerk of COMMISSION 

Dated:    

 

 

      WOODRUFF, SPRADLIN & SMART, 
      A Professional Corporation 
 
 
Dated:_____________________  By___________________________________ 

James M. Donich 
“ATTORNEYS” 
 

 
       
      STRADLING, YOCCA, CARLSON & RAUTH, 
      A Professional Corporation 
 
 
Dated:_____________________  By___________________________________ 

E. Kurt Yeager 
“SYCR” 

 



 

 
EXHIBIT A 

 
ATTORNEYS’ HOURLY BILLING RATES 

 
 
 
 

 
  STAFFING LEVEL    HOURLY RATE 
 
  Supervising Attorney     $255 
  James M. Donich 
 
  Benjamin deMayo     $230 
 
  All other attorneys     $215 
 
  Paralegals      $120 
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Attachment 2 

 
 
 
 

COMPARISON OF CURRENT AND NEW RATES FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2013 
 
 
 
 

STAFFING LEVEL 
CURRENT 

HOURLY RATE 

PROPOSED 
HOURLY RATE 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2013 

Supervising Attorney 
James M. Donich 

$225 $255 

Benjamin deMayo $205 $230 

All other attorneys $190 $215 

Paralegals $105 $120 
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