EXHIBIT B-3


AB 1944 (Hancock) Pupil Attendance: Precinct Board Membership – As Introduced on February 11, 2004 – SUPPORT AND SEEK AMENDMENTS

Sponsor:

Acalanes High School students, Lafayette, California

Status:


April 14, 2004, passed on Consent in Assembly Education Committee

Reviewed by:

Registrar of Voters, CEO/LA

Current law enumerates a list of reasons deemed to be excuses for a pupil’s absence from school.  These reasons include service as a member of a precinct board for an election.  Current law also specifies that excused absences are not included in the computation of average daily attendance (ADA) and therefore do not generate state apportionment payments.

This bill would provide that pupil absence for the purpose of volunteering to serve at the polls during a primary or general election would be counted in ADA calculations.

Volunteer poll workers are the backbone of every election.  Identifying, training, and retaining an adequate number of poll workers are essential components of this effort.  The Orange County Registrar of Voters (ROV) trained approximately 6,100 poll workers, 710 of which were high school students in the March 2, 2004 primary election. 

Background

High school students are an untapped resource for working the polls, largely because their schools are penalized for their Election Day absences.  Yet, these students comprise a pool of enthusiastic and knowledgeable citizens who are willing to serve their communities in this very important capacity.  Working the polls provides these young people with an experience in civic involvement that cannot be equaled by a classroom lecture.

Penalizing schools for the participation of their students in the democratic process seems unjust.  School districts receive funding for students who are absent for any of the reasons authorized in statute. 


Registrar of Voters and CEO/LA Comments
Last year the Orange County ROV was approached by the Orange County Department of Education about the difficulty for school districts in allowing students to participate in elections due to the costs in lost ADA revenue.  At that time, the ROV and CEO/LA drafted possible language for legislation that would remove this penalty.  Prior to seeking Board sponsorship, the ROV and CEO/LA were advised that a group of high school students were on a parallel course with seeking an author for this same issue.  It was determined that the high school students would pursue this issue. 

Over the past few months members of the Orange County Board of Supervisors, have stated the importance of involving high school students at the polls.  In addition, the Orange County ROV has stated his desire to have at least one student in every polling place in the County on Election Day.  In fact, the ROV reports that student volunteers are highly motivated, energetic, and comfortable with the County’s new DRE voting system, which proved extremely useful in the field.  In many cases the students also provided bilingual support, which is difficult to obtain otherwise.  And finally, these student poll workers exhibited a sense of civic responsibility that should be admired and encouraged.

CEO/LA Comments

CEO/LA recommends that in addition to supporting AB 1944, the Board of Supervisors should seek to amend it as an urgency measure, thereby making the statute effective prior to the November general election.

