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Children and Families Commission APPROVES 

$3.5 mILLION IN NEW FUNDS FOR ORAnge county CHILDREN

Twenty-Five Health and Education Programs Receive Tobacco Tax Revenues

Aimed at Benefiting Children Up to Age Five


IRVINE, Calif. – (November 7, 2002) – As part of its multi-year plan to expand capacity and access to comprehensive medical and educational programs for children, the Children and Families Commission of Orange County today approved the allocation of $3.5 million in new funds for 25 programs aimed at benefiting Orange County’s young children and families.  The action included funding 11 new programs and renewing 14 current programs focused on the Commission’s core mandates for providing: comprehensive medical and health access; at-risk and family counseling; early care and education; school readiness; and expansion of community capacity to address service needs.


“We are pleased to continue funding for such noteworthy and successful programs as well as develop new initiatives and programs that advance the cause of getting every child in Orange County as healthy and ready as possible to enter school,” said Crystal Kochendorfer, chair of the Children and Families Commission of Orange County.  “It has been a top priority of this Commission to continually innovate and look for programs that have demonstrable outcomes and we believe this current group of programs continues that mission.”

As part of the funding approved today, the Commission set-aside funds to evaluate the needs and service gaps in children’s mental health and family counseling in south Orange County, identify best practices for community-based literacy programs and expand health access and utilization of pediatric primary care.  The Commission also awarded funding in the amount of $35,838 to the Huntington Beach Community Clinic as part of a prior budget allocation.


The programs are funded through seven categories the Commission has identified as being core missions including: services for at-risk children; family counseling and parenting education resources; health access opportunities; medical services; injury prevention education; and early care and education/school readiness services.  Capacity building is the final funding category, and will assist agencies to plan and develop new services and collaborative opportunities.

The Commission received 46 eligible applications which were reviewed by evaluation panels comprised of Commission members and technical experts.  The Commission approved the review panel’s funding recommendations and will develop contracts with the approved organizations. 

To date, the Commission has allocated over $70 million to fund 166 programs grants, and committed over $32 million to fund multi-year programs in Orange County directly benefiting the health and education of young children and their families.

The Children and Families Commission of Orange County was created as a result of Proposition 10, the California Children and Families Act of 1998.  The proposition added a 50-cent sales tax on tobacco products sold in California and requires that funds raised be used to support education, health and childcare programs promoting healthy early childhood development from the prenatal stage to age five.  The Children and Families Commission of Orange County is responsible for overseeing the allocation of tobacco tax revenues received annually from the State Commission. For more information, please see the Commission’s website at http://www.oc.ca.gov/prop_gc/p10_final/index.htm.
Funding Allocations

	Category:  Comprehensive Medical/Health Access:



	Organization
	Allocation
	Term

	Newport-Mesa Unified School District
	$50,000
	1 year

	Maternal Outreach Management Systems
	$484,136
	1 year

	Public Health Nursing
	$120,950
	1 year

	Catholic Charities of OC
	$150,000
	1 year

	SET-ASIDE – Healthcare Coverage and Utilization Outreach
	$94,914
	1 year

	Community Care Health Centers/Huntington Beach Community Clinic
	$35,838*
	6 mos

	Category:  At-Risk/Family Counseling/Parenting



	Organization
	Allocation
	Term

	Interval House
	$100,000
	1 year

	Kinship Center
	$308,470
	1 year

	Orange County Child Abuse Prevention Center, Inc. & Children’s Bureau of Southern California
	$150,000
	1 year

	Orange County Child Abuse Prevention Center, Inc. & Orange County Health Care Agency/Community Public Health Nursing
	$503,233
	1 year

	Orangewood Children’s Foundation, Orange County Child Abuse Prevention Center, Inc. & Children’s Bureau of Southern California
	$648,297
	1 year

	VNA Foundation of Orange County
	$90,000
	1 year

	Category:  Early Care & Education/School Readiness



	Organization
	Allocation
	Term

	Boys and Girls Clubs of Huntington Valley
	$105,550
	1 year

	Huntington Beach City School District 
	$75,000
	1 year

	Parent’s Regional Outreach for Understanding Down Syndrome (PROUD)
	$50,000
	1 year

	Category:  Capacity Building



	Organization
	Allocation
	Term

	Anaheim Family YMCA
	$65,000
	1 Year

	Boat People S.O.S.
	$25,000
	1 Year

	Care “R” Us
	$25,000
	6 mos

	Human Options, Inc.
	$75,000
	1 Year

	Institute for Healthcare Advancement
	$50,000
	1 Year

	Orange County Child Abuse Prevention Center, Inc.
	$50,000
	1 Year

	Pretend City-The Children’s Museum of Orange County
	$50,000
	1 Year

	Project Access, Inc. ($45,000 from prior allocation)
	$10,000
	1 Year

	Providence Speech and Hearing Center
	$75,000
	1Year

	Shelter for the Homeless
	$75,000
	1 Year

	Tustin Community Foundation
	$25,000
	1 Year

	SET-ASIDE -- Community
	$25,000
	

	SET-ASIDE – South Orange County Service Needs
	$25,000
	


*Funded through Bridges Program Expansion
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