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MISSION STATEMENT
Making Orange County a safe, healthy, and fulfilling place to live, work, and play,

today and for generations to come, by providing outstanding, cost-effective regional
public services.
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County formed in 1889

County Seat: Santa Ana

The County is a charter County divided into five supervisorial
districts on the basis of registered voters and population.

The County is governed by a five-member Board
of Supervisors who serve four-year terms.

The Chairman and Vice Chairman are elected
by and from members of the Board.



SIZE:   798 square m iles 
CITIES:  34 
COASTLIN E:  42 m iles 
BEACHES:  9 
HARBORS:  3 
REGION AL PARKLAN D :  ap p roxim ately 38,694 acres 
TRAILS & BIKEWAYS:  ap proxim ately 393 m iles
COUN TY LIBRARY:  33 branches 

ELEVATION :
Low est - Sea  level; H ighest - San tiago Peak (5,687 feet) 

LAN D  USE: 
Resid ential:  141,428 acres 
Uncom m itted :  111,815 acres 
Op en  Sp ace:  123,918 acres 
Com m ercial/ Ind ustrial/  
         Public Institu tional: 60,478 acres 
Agricu ltu re:  20,829 acres 
Transportation:  52,925 acres 
Source: County of Orange Departments 
 including O.C. Public Library and Resources & Development 
M anagement Department 

COLLEGES/UN IVERSITIES: 
11 pu blic, 7 p rivate (non-satellite, WASC accred ited  
institu tions) 
Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission (2006) 

AIRPORTS: 
 John Wayne Airport 
 Fu llerton Mu nicipal Airport 

MILITARY IN STALLATION S: 
Los Alam itos Reserve Center 
Seal Beach N aval Weapons Station 

TOURISM: 
Regional Travel Volum e (p erson  trip s): 28.22 m illion  
Regional Travel Expend itu res: $7.31 billion 
Travel Ind u stry Jobs: 82,870
Source: California Division of Tourism (2004) 

TOURIST ATTRACTION S: 
Angel Stad ium , Anaheim  
H ond a Center, Anaheim  
Balboa Island , N ew port Beach  
Bow ers Mu seum , Santa Ana 
Crystal Cathed ral, Gard en Grove 
Discovery Science Center, San ta Ana 
Disneyland  Park/ California Ad ventu re, Anaheim  
Knott's Berry Farm / Soak City, Buena Park 
Mission San  Ju an  Cap istrano, San  Ju an  Cap istrano 
O.C. Perform ing Arts Center, Costa Mesa 
Richard  N ixon  Library & Birthp lace, Yorba Lind a 
Source: California Division of Tourism (2006) 

TOP 5 HOSPITALS: (Ranked  by nu m ber of licensed  bed s) 
UCI Med ical Center, Orange (453 bed s) 
St. Josep h H osp ital, Orange (412 bed s)              
H oag Mem orial H osp ital, N ew p ort Beach  (409 bed s) 
Fou ntain  Valley Reg H osp ital, Fountain  Valley (400 bed s) 
St. Jud e Med ical Center (359 bed s) 
Source:  Healthcare A ssociation of Southern California (2006)

TOP 5 SHOPPIN G CEN TERS:  (Ranked  by taxable sales ) 
Sou th  Coast Plaza $1.3 billion  
Fashion Island  $575 m illion  
The Marketp lace Tu stin/ Irvine     $565 m illion  
Brea Mall $501 m illion  
The Shop s at Mission Viejo          $422 m illion  
Source:  O.C. Business Journal, M ay 2006 (2005 sales data)

FACTS AND FIGURES
C IV ILIA N  W O R K FO R C E:  1,602,200 
S ou rce: Em ploy m en t  D ev elopm en t  D epartm en t  (2005 A n n u al A v erage) 

U N EM PLO YM EN T:   3.8%    
S ou rce: Em ploy m en t  D ev elopm en t  D epartm en t  (2005 A n n u al A v erage) 

M A JO R  O .C . EM PLO YER S : 
W a lt  D isn ey  C o . 21,000 
C o u n ty  o f O r a n g e  18,748 
U n iv e r s ity  o f C a lifo r n ia , Ir v in e  15,500 
Bo e in g  C o .  11,160 
St . Jo sep h  H ea lth  Sy s tem    8,975 
A lb e r tso n s  In c.   8,700 
YU M ! Br a n d s  In c.   6,500 
SBC  C o m m u n ica t io n s , In c.   5,658 
Ta r g e t  C o r p .   5,436 
In g r a m  M icr o                                                                     4,000 
S ou rce: O .C . Bu sin ess Cou n cil (2006) 

EM PLO YM EN T M IX :
Tr a d e , T r a n sp o r ta t io n  &  U t ilit ie s  18.5%  
P r o fe ss io n a l &  Bu s in e ss  Se r v ice s  18.4%  
M a n u fa ctu r in g  12.6%  
Le isu r e  &  H o sp ita lity  Se r v ice s  11.3%  
G o v e r n m en t  10.7%  
Ed u ca t io n a l &  H ea lth  Se r v ice s    9.2%  
Fin a n cia l A ct iv it ie s    7.0%  
C o n s t r u ct io n    6.8%  
O th e r  Se r v ice s / In fo r m a t io n    5.5%  
S ou rce:  Em ploy m en t  D ev elopm en t  D epartm en t  (2005) 

G R O S S  C O U N TY PR O D U C T (G C P): 
G C P   $161.3 b illio n  
G C P  a s  a  P e r cen t  o f G r o ss  Sta te  P r o d u ct  10.96%  
G C P  a s  a  P e r cen t  o f G r o ss  N a t io n a l P r o d u ct  1.29%  
S ou rce: CS U , Fu llerton ; Cen ter for D em ographic R esearch &  
Bu reau  of Econ om ic A n aly sis (2005) 

M ED IA N  FA M ILY IN C O M E:     $78,700 
S ou rce: H ou sin g an d U rban  D ev elopm en t  (2007) 

PER  C A PITA  IN C O M E:     $46,292
S ou rce: CA  S tate D epartm en t  of Fin an ce (2006 Est im ate) 

M ED IA N  H O M E PR IC E:     $629,000 
S ou rce: D ataqu ick In form at ion  S y stem s, 2007 Y T D  (M arch 2007)

C O N S U M ER  PR IC E IN D EX :  210.4 
S ou rce:  U .S . D epartm en t  of Labor (2006)

A S S ES S ED  V A LU A TIO N S :     $381.0 b illio n  
S ou rce:  O ran ge Cou n ty  A u ditor-Con troller, FY  2006-07 

TA XA BLE S A LES  :     $55.1 b illio n     
S ou rce:  Californ ia S tate Board of Equ aliz at ion  (2005) 

LA R G ES T C R O PS :
N u r se r y  Sto ck  &  C u t  Flo w er s  $240,609,723 
St r a w b e r r ie s  $  43,451,792 
A v o ca d o s  $    7,259,520 
P ep p e r s  – Be ll &  m isce lla n eo u s  $    7,132,042 
G r een  Bea n s  $    6,064,512 
S ou rce:  2005 O .C . Crop R eport , O .C . A gricu ltu ral Com m ission er



POPULATION BY CITY

        T O T A L     P E R S O N S    Y E A R
C I T Y       P O P U L A T I O N     P E R  S Q  M I   I N C O R P

A l i s o  V i e jo  4 4 ,9 2 4  6 ,4 9 1  2 0 0 1  
A n a h e i m  3 4 2 ,4 1 0  6 ,8 1 3  1 8 8 8  
B r e a  3 9 ,5 6 0  3 ,5 9 1  1 9 1 7  
B u e n a  P a r k  8 1 ,3 4 9  8 ,0 8 4  1 9 5 3  
C o s t a  M e s a  1 1 3 ,1 3 4  7 ,2 8 4  1 9 5 3  
C y p r e s s  4 8 ,8 5 4  7 ,0 5 5  1 9 5 6  
D a n a  P o i n t   3 6 ,6 6 9  5 ,4 3 1  1 9 8 8  
F o u n t a i n  V a l l e y  5 7 ,4 0 5  6 ,0 0 9  1 9 5 7  
F u l l e r t o n  1 3 6 ,4 2 8  6 ,0 4 2  1 9 0 4  
G a r d e n  G r o v e  1 7 1 ,7 6 5  9 ,5 9 5  1 9 5 6  
H u n t i n g t o n  B e a c h  2 0 1 ,0 0 0  7 ,3 7 6  1 9 0 9  
I r v i n e  1 9 3 ,7 8 5  2 ,9 2 4  1 9 7 1  
L a g u n a  B e a c h  2 4 ,9 6 3  3 ,1 9 4  1 9 2 7  
L a g u n a  H i l l s  3 3 ,2 2 5  5 ,0 1 0  1 9 9 1  
L a g u n a  N i g u e l  6 6 ,1 7 8  4 ,4 8 9  1 9 8 9  
L a g u n a  W o o d s  1 8 ,3 3 4  6 ,0 2 7  1 9 9 9  
L a  H a b r a  6 1 ,7 8 9  8 ,4 4 9  1 9 2 5  
L a k e  F o r e s t  7 7 ,8 5 9  4 ,6 3 6  1 9 9 1  
L a  P a l m a  1 6 ,0 8 1  7 ,9 8 1  1 9 5 5  
L o s  A l a m i t o s  1 2 ,0 0 4  2 ,8 2 0  1 9 6 0  
M i s s i o n  V i e jo  9 7 ,9 9 7  5 ,6 2 3  1 9 8 7  
N e w p o r t  B e a c h  8 3 ,3 6 1  3 ,3 0 7  1 9 0 6  
O r a n g e  1 3 7 ,8 0 1  5 ,4 6 2  1 8 8 8  
P l a c e n t i a  5 1 ,2 3 6  7 ,7 5 6  1 9 2 6  
R a n c h o  S a n t a  M a r g a r i t a  4 9 ,1 3 0  3 ,7 5 8  1 9 9 9  
S a n  C l e m e n t e  6 6 ,2 8 0  3 ,6 7 5  1 9 2 8  
S a n  Ju a n  C a p i s t r a n o  3 6 ,0 7 3  2 ,5 5 9  1 9 6 1  
S a n t a  A n a  3 5 1 ,3 2 2  1 2 ,8 4 7  1 8 8 6  
S e a l  B e a c h  2 5 ,2 9 8  2 ,0 7 3  1 9 1 5  
S t a n t o n  3 8 ,7 6 1  1 2 ,3 8 4  1 9 5 6  
T u s t i n  7 1 ,7 6 7  6 ,4 9 8  1 9 2 7  
V i l l a  P a r k  6 ,2 1 8  2 ,9 7 8  1 9 6 2  
W e s t m i n s t e r  9 2 ,4 0 8  9 ,0 6 8  1 9 5 7  
Y o r b a  L i n d a  6 6 ,7 9 4  3 ,3 5 4  1 9 6 7  
U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  1 2 0 ,1 7 4  4 3 1  

T O T A L  3 ,0 7 2 ,3 3 6  3 ,8 5 0

S o u r c e: 1 / 1 / 0 6  O .C .  P o p u la t io n  E s t im a t es ,  D ep a r t m en t  o f  F in a n c e ,  a n d   
R es o u r c es  &  D ev e lo p m en t  M a n a g em en t  D ep a r t m en t  

E T H N IC IT Y :
W h it e  4 8 .0 %  
H is p a n ic  3 2 .5 %  
A s ia n / P a c if ic  Is la n d e r  1 6 .3 %  
B la c k  1 .9 %  
O t h e r  1 .3 %  
S ou rce:  U .S . C en su s  B u reau , 2 0 0 5  A m er ican  
C om m u n it y  S u rv ey  P rofile 

M E D IA N  A G E :  3 6 .4  
S ou rce:   U .S . C en su s  B u reau , 2 0 0 5  A m er ican  
C om m u n it y  S u rv ey  P rofile 

B IR T H  R A T E :  1 3 .6 3  (2 0 0 5  p r e l im in a r y )  
(P e r  T h o u s a n d  P e r s o n s )                  
S ou rce: O .C . H ealt h  C are A g en cy  
C om m u n icable D isease C on t rol &  
E p id em iolog y  U n it  

D E A T H  R A T E :  5 .5 2   (2 0 0 4  p r e l im in a r y ) 
(P e r  T h o u s a n d  P e r s o n s )  
S ou rce: O .C . H ealt h  C are A g en cy  
C om m u n icable D isease C on t rol &  
E p id em iolog y  U n it  

P U B L IC  S C H O O L  E N R O L L M E N T : 

 K in d e r g a r t e n  3 6 ,0 8 0  
 G r a d e  1  3 7 ,9 8 9  
 G r a d e  2  3 7 ,1 2 1  
 G r a d e  3  3 8 ,0 0 4  
 G r a d e  4  3 8 ,3 8 5  
 G r a d e  5  3 8 ,9 9 9  
 G r a d e  6  3 9 ,7 0 4  
 U n g r a d e d  E le m e n t a r y  1 ,4 8 0  
 G r a d e  7  4 0 ,4 8 2  
 G r a d e  8  4 0 ,8 5 3  
 G r a d e  9  4 3 ,7 7 8  
 G r a d e  1 0  4 1 ,6 9 5  
 G r a d e  1 1  3 9 ,7 2 4  
 G r a d e  1 2  3 4 ,8 2 1  
 U n g r a d e d  Se co n d a r y   9 9 9  
   
 T O T A L  5 1 0 ,1 1 4  
   
S ou rce:  
C aliforn ia D ep t  of E d u cat ion , 2 0 0 5 -0 6  D at a 



Source: Department of Finance  ( 1/2006 )

YEAR POPULATION %  INCREASE
1960 703,925 226%
1970 1,420,386 102%
1980 1,932,709 36%
1990 2,410,556 25%
2000 2,828,425 17%
2006 3,072,336 9%

* Orange County is  the second larges t county in the State of California in terms  of population.
* Total California population as  of January 1, 2006 was  37,172,015.
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Source: Department of Finance Population Estimates (January 2006)

Source: County of San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Clara, and Orange County
** Share of local property tax information not available as of publication of this book. Percentage is based on last year's data.
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WHERE THE TYPICAL PROPERTY TAX DOLLAR GOES

INTERESTING FACTS 

Orange County General Fund receives the lowest share of property tax 
compared to all Counties in the entire State of California. 
Only twelve percent (12%) of the typical property tax dollar supports County 
General Fund services. The additional one percent (1%) received by the 
County supports the County Library, a non-General Fund department. 
The largest share of all property taxes supports school districts. 
The Orange County Fire Authority, which is governed by an independent 
board, is included with the Special Districts. 

Source: Auditor-Controller Tax Unit



UNIFORM SALES TAX
State General Fund 0.0500
Public Safety Sales Tax (Proposition 172) 0.0050
Cities/Counties Unincorporated General Funds 0.0075
Local Transportation/Road Maintenance 0.0025
Health & Welfare Realignment 0.0050
State Optional 0.0025

SUBTOTAL: 0.0725

OPTIONAL LOCAL SALES TAX
Orange County Mass Transit (Measure M) 0.0050

Local Sales Tax is currently diverted to assist the County in meeting debt
service obligations of  the 1996 Recovery Certif icates of  Participation, Series A.

TOTAL: 0.0775

Transportation
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66%
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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 

In 1997, the County of Orange developed and successfully implemented one of the most 
innovative long-range financial planning models in the municipal industry. The Strategic 
Financial Plan is the culmination of an intensive operational and financial planning process 
involving the Board of Supervisors, County department heads, managers, staff and the 
public. The process identifies financial priorities, forecasts revenues and expenses, and 
attempts to develop a balanced five-year financial outlook. The Strategic Financial Plan is 
an integral part of the County’s corporate management system, which was implemented to 
assure an accountable, results oriented County government.   

A function of the Strategic Financial Plan is to identify new major initiatives (strategic 
priorities) that will impact the County over the next several years. The 2006 Strategic 
Financial Plan is the ninth plan to be prepared and identifies the following critical strategic 
priorities: 

Water Quality and Watershed Protection – meet unfunded mandates for water quality 
protection and compliance. 
County Facilities Master Plan – renovation / rehabilitation of deteriorating County 
facilities. 
Information Technology Strategic Planning Tactical Goals – improve the quality of
public services and internal efficiency through technological innovation. 
District Attorney High Tech Crime Unit Expansion – ability to better address and 
prosecute the growth of cyber crime and identity theft cases. 
Tustin Family Campus – construct multi-purpose facility for providing services to at-
risk children and families in Orange County. 
James A. Musick Facility Expansion – additional jail beds and staffing to address 
increased adult inmate population. 
Affordable Housing – address the shortage of affordable housing in Orange County. 
Healthy Eating & Physical Activity Program – implementation of a comprehensive, 
multi-staged program to reduce the prevalence of overweight and obesity in Orange 
County.
Forensic Science DNA Program – expand the use of DNA analysis to help solve 
major violent crimes. 
Adult Re-Entry Program – transitional facility for integration of non-violent probationers 
from custody into the community. 

The adoption of the 2006 Strategic Financial Plan demonstrates the Board of Supervisors’ 
commitment to sound financial management principles and illustrates the Board’s 
willingness to make tough decisions to ensure the County’s financial success. This is the 
kind of planning and quality management that taxpayers should expect from County 
government. 
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2006-07 2007-08 % of
(In Millions) (In Millions) Total

Public Protection 1,128.1 1,193.5 20.1%
Community Services 1,529.6 1,702.6 28.7%
Infrastructure & Env Resources 1,222.9 1,362.5 23.0%
General Government Services 154.5 163.0 2.7%
Capital Improvements 273.1 256.0 4.3%
Debt Service 445.9 458.4 7.7%
Insurance, Reserves & Misc 806.2 802.5 13.5%

TOTAL 5,560.3$ 5,938.5$ 100.0%

TOTAL: $5.94 BILLION

APPROPRIATIONS BY PROGRAM

FY 2007-08
All Funds Under the Board of Supervisors

Com m unity 
Services
28.7%

Infras tructure & 
Environm ental 

Resources
23.0%

General Gov't 
Services

2.7%

Capital 
Im provem ents

4.3%

Debt Service
7.7%

Insurance, 
Reserves  & Misc

13.5%
Public Protection

20.1%

PROGRAM COMPARISON 
A ll Funds Un der the Board of Supervisors

APPROPRIATIONS BY PROGRAM



TOTAL: $5.94 BILLION

FY 2007-08

Other General 
Fund
39.3%

Dedicated 
Revenue

48.9%

General Purpose 
Revenue

11.8%

TOTAL COUNTY REVENUE BUDGET

General Purpose Revenue is the discretionary revenue received by the County. General Purpose 
Revenues are used for services provided by the District Attorney, Grand Jury, Juvenile Justice 
Commission, Probation, Public Defender, Sheriff-Coroner, Alternate Defense, Housing & Community
Services, Health Care Agency, Social Services Agency, Resources & Development Management
Department, Assessor, Auditor-Controller, Clerk of the Board, Clerk-Recorder, County Executive 
Office, County Counsel, Human Resources, Registrar of Voters, Treasurer-Tax Collector, and Internal 
Audit.



TOTAL: $4.895 BILLION

TOTAL:  $5.94 BILLION

FY 2007-08
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Combined Other
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Interest
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Operating 
Transfers  In

0.8%

Sales & Other 
Taxes
1.5%Decrease to 

Reserves
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14.2%

Property Taxes
67.8%

GENERAL PURPOSE REVENUE BY SOURCE

General Purpose Revenue is the discretionary revenue received by the County. General Purpose 
Revenues are used for services provided by the District Attorney, Grand Jury, Juvenile Justice 
Commission, Probation, Public Defender, Sheriff-Coroner, Alternate Defense, Housing & Community
Services, Health Care Agency, Social Services Agency, Resources & Development Management
Department, Assessor, Auditor-Controller, Clerk of the Board, Clerk-Recorder, County Executive 
Office, County Counsel, Human Resources, Registrar of Voters, Treasurer-Tax Collector, and Internal 
Audit.

* Combined Other consists of Property Tax Administration; Franchises, Rents/Concessions; and 
Miscellaneous revenues. 

TOTAL: $703.6 MILLION



Total: 18,748 Positions

PROGRAM NAME FY 2006-07 FY 2007-08 % of Total

Public Protection 6,786 6,933 37.0%
Community Services 7,761 7,981 42.6%
Infrastructure & Env Resources 2,186 2,248 12.0%
General Government Services 1,358 1,373 7.3%
Insurance, Reserves & Misc 210 213 1.1%

TOTAL: 18,301 18,748 100.0%
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Facts and Figures 2007

County Executive Office

333 W. Santa Ana Blvd., CA 92701
(714)834-2345  •  Fax: (714)834-7650

Visit the County website at www.ocgov.com for more information
about County programs and Board meeting dates and agendas.




