James D. Ruth

County Executive Officer

The Board of Supervisors unanimously appointed James D. Ruth as the Interim County Executive Officer on February 5, 2003.  As Interim CEO, Ruth is the adviser to the five-member Board and is responsible for the development of a $4.9 billion budget. He also oversees a work force of more than 17,000 employees in 23 departments and carries out policy direction from the Supervisors.

In addition to being the interim CEO, Ruth is a member of the International City Managers Association.  He is the former president of the National Recreation and Park Association, as well as the California Park and Recreation Society and the Anaheim Rotary Club.  

Ruth worked for the City of Anaheim from 1976 to 1984, in the capacities of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Director; Deputy City Manager; Public Works Director and Assistant City Manager.  Then from 1984 to 1988, he was the Director of Parks, Recreation and Beaches for the City of Long Beach.  From 1988 to 2001, Ruth returned to Anaheim as City Manager. He was responsible for carrying out policy established by the five-member City Council for the administration of 16 departments, 2,200 employees and an annual budget of $960 million.  

He earned his bachelor’s in recreation education and his master’s in recreation administration from California State College in Los Angeles.  

He and his wife, Linda, live in Anaheim.  They have four children and six grandchildren.

